








ity ParKs application for a Gen

from the comments on the Envi-
ronmental Checklist that I sub-
~mitted to the Humboldt Coun
e ‘,_‘Pla.nnmg Departmenton ct.5

02010
7 "One of the speakers at the

edly expressed the feelmgs of

" ‘park run by the people, not by
the government.” Unfortunately,

bership non-profit corporation

*erned by self-written by-laws,

. community members have is
. through the county planning
.process and the state. CEQA
+ process. While the SHCP board

holds public meetings from time
to time, it is in no way required. ..

e con51der seriously; let alone

a state or county government
process. © -
In short, this park is not “r

by the people.” However ﬂawed :

', government provides ‘the only
“resource for persons wishing to
; . participate - ‘meaningfully in
B shapmg the park’s future /SH(

~_eral Plan Amendment, I would
like to share some observauons _

' \""9/8/ 10 scoping session undoubt-

“since the Southern Humboldt.p
- -Community Parkisa noh-mem-

. witha self-appointed board gov-

act upon, the input it receives -
unless that input is also part of -

‘Camp, and the Dimmick Ranch,
where large, multi-day events

_ . is in exactly the same category
~‘asany other private development

ber Peter Ryce cautioned’ the
 public that the board is not sure
._thehousing will be “affordable;”.
although the application cites -
baseball SOCcet, and basketba]l S
Unfortunately; since the entire ;

e need for affordable housing

of creating an “endowment” to

: keep the park financially viable
1in perpetuity.

‘It is unlikely that “affordable”

, housxng can provide an “endow-

ment.”To generate adequate rey-

- enue, SHCP may well have to
- the only legally effective i input
. the “affordable” level. Further-+
~more, land for housing is already

raise rents/unit prices beyond

available and unused in the Red-

-way-Garberville area (most
-notably approximately 200 acres -

but never developed) "The prob-
lem with affordable housing in
this area is how to create it and
keepit affordable in a depressed
' legal economy, not lack of sites: -
Regarding events, SHCP fails

to consider the fact that several

-other event sites are available
,nearby — including Benbow -

‘ Mﬂoﬂiﬂ—hﬁw been held successfully for

ears. Squabblmg among local
rganizations is the main reason
lese sites are not used more
ften; if community groups

'orkedtogether more cooper- -

for anadditional large event site.

areason for allowing the zone
change. Other SHCP directors,
“as well as the executive director, '
« have frequently said that SHCP

‘many when he said, “We want a :

- Regarding athletic facilities,

' there is a real need for adequate
\ -facilities for youth and adult
: sports teams. Local school fields

are too small and too few to pro-

. vide enough opportunities for

‘evéryone who wants to. play

:portion of the park that is flat

-enough to make ball fields fea-
“sible is also prime agricultural
sees the housmg projectasaway

soil;"any sizeable sports area
would result in a conversion of

‘ agncultural land. Such conver-
~sion has been acknowledged as

a“potentially significant impact”

‘under CEQA, but proposed mit-
- igation measures are either inad-
- equate or do not actually address
:the problem. Some recreational
«facilities, such as the swimming
pool, would be better sited in.

other locations, where infra-
structure is already available.

Several people at the scoping

eting urged the community

York, Stanley Park in Vancouver
BC, Golden Gate Park in San
Francisco, etc. as they envision
SHCP’s future. In the first place,
all those parks are owned and
managed by municipalities with
municipal resources, and whose
celected officials are responsnble
to the people. But more impor-
tly, we should remember that

“Southern Humboldt is not New

York; Vancouver, or San Fran-
cisco, where people live ‘in
crowded urban conditions and
look to their c1ty park as a haven

" of greenery, “nature,” and a rare

opportunity for outdoor recre-
ation close to their neighbor-

think of Central Park in New -




?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Trric Y

{P riends of P irk Seek
Better Undu’standmg
Dear Editor,

My response to SIHHCP Director
Peter Ryee's letter to the editor(s)
from Nov. 10:

It's time to sit down and share cach
other’s documents in a public forum,
because as vou know, my documents
back up all my information. and all
vou have are words in a narrative. So
let's do this; demonstrate to people in
this community that you can back up
on paper what vou sav in public. Can
vou do that?

You could start by posting the
2008 and 2009 SHCP 990 tax returns
on the Park’s website. Also put your
River Parkways and State Parks Prop.
84 Grant applications on the SIHCP
website or the library. What risk
would there e in that® ’

How about this, we could debate
this on Monday Morning Magazine,
or some other KMUD talk show since
vou have not wanted to have a town
hatl type meeting/dehate open to the
public. We could call it “Show Mc the
Money.” If evervthing vou have stated
in the newspapers (Nov..16) is just
that, a documented fact, there should
hie no problem. What do you say?

Thank vou again for.keeping our
concerns fresh, open and alive. We
arc Friends and Neighbors of the
Southern Humboldt Community Park
and Tooby Memorial Park and would
like to thank vou for this opportu-
nity to work toward a better and open
understanding of the park board. Let’s
hope this will bring us closer together
as neighbors and a community to
resolve these differences.

IY1: My donation offer still stands
for installation of two tournament
style- horseshoe pits at Tooby Memo-
rial Park (at NO cost to SIICP) and
a large number of auction items for
SHGP fundraisers. You should still
have what 1 submitted to the park
board from last vear and this year.

Thanks again,

I Voice and Voice family

Nceighboring home and property
owner sinee 1966

Garberville/Vallcjo

2B 200
Community Should Be In
Involved in Growth Plans
Dear Editor,

I have been hearing complaints
from some friends in Garberville about
the more than doubling of their GSD

A) ,L/L/bu

SOrS.

Another troubling aspect is that
these five un-cleeted board menibers
wish to expand the SOI to include
the last remaining agricultural land in
our arca. This is to cnable speculative
development that will lead to urban
sprawl. Although the GSD claims the

“proposced expansion is not for devel-

opment, I question this claim. T also
question how an un-clected hoard is
granted the power by our Board of
Supcrvisors over this llugc part of our
county and the alrcady “fully allocat-
ed” South Fork of the Eel River,

There has to be a way to include
the whole community in decision-
making regarding the growth plans of
our community. There is no water for
large developments for this new SOL

The GDS plan will create serious
problems for downstream users, which
includes fish and wildlife. Requesting
information from the GSD board presi-
dent has proven to be a task. He tells
me that his business and professional
life is consuming all of his time and
he will respond soon, but it has been
more than five weeks now.

Fam hoping this letter will speed up

his response to my questions. On a dif- -
ferent but related issue regarding Peter -

Ryee's letter last week, has he looked
at the map? Not.only is thc park
board’s proposed housing development
site on prime agricultural land, it is
also a proteeted wetland arca

The (‘ SD meeting is Tuesday, Nov.
23 at 5 p.m. That’s tonight, sce vou
there.

Don “Frenchy” Courtemanche

Garberville
- 2% -z01\O
SHCP, EP1C-related
Letters Found Irksome
Dear Editor,

There were two letters in last week’s
issue that 1 found offensive enough to
want to respond. The first letter was
by Sollum Community Park Board
member Peter Ryee who wrote a long
letter lambasting Iid Voice and Don
Courtemanche for criticizing way the
SIICP Board has gone about their
business. As most anyone who has
followed the discussions on the Com-
munity Park over the vears it is still
highly apparent there are at least two
sets of values in collision, one, the
privatization of a community funded
enterprise that seems to be thoroughly
in the control of cssentially two busi-
nessnien through their hand-picked
board, and the other, people living in

led to such cco-disasters as the Mat-
tole drying up and several severe die-
sel fuel spills polluting Sollum crecks.
Who knows how many springs and
creck headwaters have been diverted
into holding tanks for pot gardens and
houscholds, Teaving wildlife devoid of
critical dry scason water sources. It's
plain to sce by Suthertand’s praising
another EPIC activist for his “noble
works” that these guys are looking for
historie fame as anti-corporate activ-
ists more than as activists actually
protecting the environment.

Stephen Lewis

Rio Dell

Health of River Importan
For More Than Just Cash

Dear Edltor

boldt County Planning Commission

realize that we ‘are and have been -

and likely will be in a drought?

Those of us who happen to live near

the water are acutely aware that we

are because we can see how shallow
the rlbutary is and the affects the
drought has had on the wildlife that
has for centuries depended on the
flow of water. Nowadays we seldom if
ever swim in the water and we know
not to let our dogs run free anywhere
near the toxic algae infested water
because it will kill them. Despite
that the planning commissioners are
apparently bending over and allow-
ing proven scofflaws to pump water
that would otherwise flow into the
river in order to extract it for: profit
and truck it to dope growers in the -
hills. The seven bladders that will
furnish millions of gallons of whatev-

- errain-that falls this season are lymg.
.in a meadow waiting to be filled with'
nature’s source of life so that already
wealthy individuals can increase
their bounty of cold hard cash. '

Frogs, fish, egrets, otters and
other living things be damned!
Money rules our lives. This money

-will not provide our children and
grandchildren with anything close
to the quality of life that people who
lived here in all of the decades or




IIKe to thank you 10r uns opporuwu-

nity to work toward a better and open-

understanding of the park board. Let’s
hope this will bring us closer together
as neighbors and a community to
resolve these differences.

FYI: My donation offer still stands
for installation of two tournament
styvle-horseshoe pits at Tooby Memo-
rial Park (at NO cost to SIICP) and
a large number of auction items for
SHGP fundraisers. You should still
have what 1 submitted to the park
board from last vear and this year.

Thanks again,

Fd Voice and Voice family

Neighboring home and property
owner since 1966 :

Garberville/Vallejo

1{-23~ 2010
Community Should Be In
Involved in Growth Plans
Dear Editor,

I have been hearing complaints
from some friends in Garberville about
the more than doubling of their GSD
bills in the last couple of years. This is
due in part to the Garberville Sanitary
District Board's priorities. Rather than
upgrading the old infrastructure (leaky
old Tead-jointed pipes and asbestos
cement pipes) for their existing cus-
tomers in town, the GSD board has
decided to more than double their
vearly capacity for water treatment
and sewer. Most of this new capacity is
slated to he used in their new “Sphere
of Influence.” This arca is outside of
the GSD current service district. The
Garberville ratepayers are paving for
this new development up front. Did
the Garberville ratepayers approve
this increase” Or even know about it?

A GSD ad hoe commiittee that has
heen formed to revise the Sphere of
Influence includes members of the
GSD board and the SHCP board. This
process will add about 2,500 acres
for future development if and when
the sewer and new water mains are
extended. Some of this arca is already
served by de facto water service exten-
sions (the SHCGP is one of these). The
GSD board has big plans already in the
works. One plan is to expand water
serviee to the SHCP from the proposed
water treatment plant.

I find it ironic is that three of the
current GSH board members reside
ontside of the GSD service district,
and that board members are sclected
by the sitting GSD board members for
appointment by the Board of Supervi-

LI du O l).lll.
there.
Don “Frenchy” Courtemanche
Garberville _
il 2% -201\O
SIICP, EPIC-related
Letters Found Irksome
Dear Editor,
There were two letters in last week's
issue that 1 found offensive cnough to

111ALd LUITEZIIL, DTT yuu

‘want to respond. The first letter was

by Sollum Community Park Board
member Peter Rvee who wrote a Jong
letter lambasting 1d Voice and Don
Courtemanche for eriticizing way the
SHCP Board has gone about their
business. As most anyone who has
followed the discussions on the Com-
munity Park over the vears it is still
highly apparent there are at least two

scts of values in collision, one, the

privatization of a community funded
enterprise that seems to be thoroughly
in the control of essentially two busi-
nessmen through their hand-picked
hoard, and the other, people living in
the arca who are worried about undue
commercialization of the GP lead-
ing to big concerts, lots of noise and
lots of unwanted traffic. I am among
those siding with the conununity on
developing a Community Park for
the community’s henefit and not as a
“community” projeet that's running
as a private party stealth campaign
in order to use the community for
funding further private development
profits.

The sceond offensive letter was
Robert Sutherland’s bragging about
EPIC's work as a lawsuit organization.
Sinee Sutherland boasts of his role 1
will too and point out that I started
eriticizing EPIC 20 years ago for its
token addressing of the most critical
environmental problem in Humboldt
County, which was the degradation
of Sollum creeks and streams caused
by virtually unregulated homestead
development. It was due to headline
hunting and courtroom battles of
organizations like EPIC and Larth
First that almost all environmental
protection energy in Humboldt Coun-
ty for nearly 20 vears was focused
on corporate targets as the only bad
guys. This naturally led to home-
steaders financially supporting these
organizations into thinking of them-
sclves as the “good guys” because
EPIC aud other enviro orgs never told
them otherwise until it was too late.
This pass given to homesteaders has

{ eldom if

ever swim in

because it will kill them. Despite
that the planning commissioners are
apparently bending over and allow-
_ing proven scofflaws to pump water
that would otherwise flow into the
river in order to extract it for profit
and truck it to dope growers in the
hills. The seven bladders that will
furnish millions of gallons of whatev-

he"water and we kn'oW:
not to let our dogs run free anywhere:
near the toxic algae infested water

- er'rainthat falls this season are lying .

:in-a meadow waiting to be filled with
nature’s source of life so that already

wealthy individuals can increase

their bounty of cold hard cash.
‘Frogs, fish, egrets, otters and
other living things be damned!
Money rules our lives. This money
will not provide our children and
grandchildren with anything close

to the quality of life that people who -

lived here in all of the decades or
centuries previous to this had. It’s
just cash. Apparently it’s enough
cash to mitigate the consciences of
these commission members and the
members of the board of supervisors
who stand ready to allow the rape of
the land to continue. This is intoler-
able. 1 urge all residents, not just of
the Sprowel Creek and Kimtu area
but of the entire county to stop this
however we can. When these same
people were pumping water directly
out of the river last year, some resi-
dents reported it to Fish and Game
and the state water quality people.
The extractors were not punished
in any way but only ordered to stop.
Really? Can’t we do more?

Water is life. I heard one com-
missioner say that he supported the
project because he came to under-
stand that if the growers don’t get
the water this way they will find
another way. That's really lame. Let’s
get a spine.

Jerry Latsko

Garbervilie
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TO: Humboldt County Board of Supervisors,  March 28, 2017

Good Morning.

I'm Linda Sutton. I'm here as a resident and property owner in
Redway. As you may know, many people in Southern Humboldt
support the IDEA of a Community Park, a park that is public, serves
local residents and has a low impact on the neighborhood. But this is
not what is in this plan. This plan is huge with enormous impacts on
the local habitat.

I'm concerned about all the projects the Southern Humboldt
Community Park is proposing for this rural area and all the demands
the Park is making from Humboldt County on the basis of an
incomplete Draft Environmental Impact Report and Final EIR. These
reports have not been vetted nor understood by local communities,
particularly Redway and Garberville who rely on the South Fork of the
Eel River for water. This river is already impaired by human activity
and acutely in need of restoration and protection.

In the past 15 years, the wish list for the Park has grown but has failed
to articulate management plans for all the mitigations that are needed
to meet the problems and needs created by the Park plan such as:

1. THE LACK OF WATER SECURITY- There are significant water
shortages in summer months that require all residents to conserve.
Several years ago when Redway CSD had mandatory water
conservation the soccer field @ Redway School, because it was a high
water user, died, and a great deal of time and money was lost.
Extremes in weather patterns and years of drought conditions make it
Imperative to evaluate water usage in terms of whether it is
ESSENTIAL & SUSTAINABLE. Sports fields are high water users as
are large public events that need water and sewage- neither are
essential or sustainable. Water issues cannot be mitigated.

2. THE LACK of a SAFE and ADEQUATE ENTRY ROAD and the fact
that there is NO ALTERNATE ROAD to and from the Park is particularly
relevant and cannot be mitigated. High traffic for park events impacts
residents on Sprowel Creek and Kimtu Roads.

e

i

GT Z_ .



3. THE LOSS OF TRADITIONAL OPEN SPACE RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES and HABITAT for local residents. These already exist
and define this area from birding, hiking, picnicking and family
activities. ,

4. THE LOSS OF SERENITY in the neighborhood from the amplified
music which can travel for several miles. Over 600 people signed
petitions opposing AMPLIFIED MUSIC at the Park over the past
several years.

5. THE LOSS & DEGRADATION of PRIME AGRICULTURAL LAND
which the state supports saving and preserving.

6. A LIMITED PUBLIC SAFETY staff such as Sheriff, CHP, public
works, planning and building who are stretched far too thin now.

For many years my family and | have supported public non-profit
corporations that serve the public interest in a transparent and
accountable manner. An example was Southern Humboldt Working
Together which held public meetings at various times and locations to
form the SH hospital district.

As a non-membership, private, non-profit corporation, the SH
community Park does not have this transparency. This has led to a
Park plan and EIR that is very controversial. It has divided past and
present residents in the area. People who have brought up legitimate
questions and concerns have been bullied, vilified and threatened.

| oppose this Rezone and the "discretionary entitlements" requested
by the Park because the Park is a private non-profit corporation that
has no accountability to the local community and no oversight in the
future by this community. How can we justify these givaways to a non
accountable private non profit corporation? | believe this will set a
precedent that will create problems and liabilities in the future for
Humboldt County. We cannot afford this.

Thank you for your attention.
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