
GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
AGENDA 

 
There will be a regular meeting held by the Garberville Sanitary District Board of Directors at the  

GSD District Office 
919 Redwood DR. Garberville, CA 

 
Date of Meeting:  Tuesday, January 23rd, 2024 

5:00 p.m. – Open Session 
 
Any writings or documents that are public records and are provided to a majority of the governing board regarding an open session item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection in the District Office located at 919 Redwood Dr. during normal business hours. 
 
NOTE: The Board of Directors may require staff and the public to participate, via teleconference or    
              Otherwise electronically. This meeting is compliant with AB361 which allows for a deviation of  
              Teleconference rules required by the Brown Act during a proclaimed state of emergency. 
 
I. REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
II. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  
              Rio Anderson___, Doug Bryan___, Julie Lyon_____, Dan Thomas_____, Richard Landes_____ 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Action to add or delete items from any portion of the agenda or to discuss any consent agenda 

items must be taken prior to adoption of the agenda. 
 
IV. THE BOARD WILL ENTER CLOSED SESSION                    (5:00pm) 
 
IVa.     Questions or Comments about Closed Session Items 

     1.       Conference with Real Property Negotiators (Government Code § 54956.8): 

   Property: Approximately (undetermined) acres of land and is a portion of the  
               parcel designated as Assessor’s Parcel Numbers APN 032-211-011, APN 032-211-035, 
               APN 032-211-021 

Garberville Sanitary District Negotiating Team with Jennie Short and Dan Thomas. Russ Gans (GSD 
attorney) will participate. Under negotiation: Property Acquisition Negotiation, Price and/or terms of 
payment/conditions for, Easement Agreement and/or Grant Deeds.  

                               (discussion—possible action)        
                                      Motion:                         Second:                          Vote:      
 

 
 

V. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
              Report of action taken in Closed Session 
 
 
Government Code Section 54954.3 provides that the public will have an opportunity to address the Board on any item described on a regular or 
special meeting before consideration of that item.  The Board reserves the right to limit the time of presentation by individuals and groups 
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VI. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Up to fifteen minutes of this portion of the meeting are reserved for members of the public to address the Board on items not listed on the 
agenda and within the jurisdiction of the GSD Board.  Speakers are limited to 3 minutes.  The GSD Board is prohibited by law from 
taking action on matters discussed that are not on the Agenda, and no adverse conclusions should be drawn if the GSD Board does not 
respond to public comment at this time. 
 
General Public / Community Groups  
 

             Remote Public Comments: 
 1. Submit public comments in writing or by Email to the Garberville Board of Directors and 
                 Staff prior to meeting, so Board and staff have time to review the information provided. All public  
                 Comments sent to office or by email, must be received prior to 1:00PM on day of meeting. 
 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS – Routine report of activities, operations, meetings / conferences held and/or attended 
by Board members, Staff, and General Manager 
 
Operators--Dan and Brian-   Water Leaks—Hill Side Sliding 

Office----Mary Nieto—Customer Complaints--Concerns 

Board Members-  

Correspondence-  

General Manager—Ralph Emerson Pg. 4 

 
 
VIII. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

A. CONSENT AGENDA          
Notice to the Public 

All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial, require no discussion and are 
expected to have unanimous Board support and may be enacted by the Board by one motion and voice vote.  There will be no 
separate discussion of these items; however, before the Board votes on the motion to adopt, members of the Board may request 
that specific items be removed from the Consent Agenda for separate discussion and action.  Any items will be considered after 
the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as time permits. 

 A.1 Approve Financials Date—September & October 2023    - Handout at Meeting  
A.2 Approve December 19th, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes  - pg. 5-8                          
A.3        Operations Safety Report- Handout at meeting  

                  Motion:  Second:  Vote: 
  
 

B.          GENERAL BUSINESS – Action items 

                                                                                Notice to the Public  
                           The Board of Directors will allow public comment on agenda items at the time the agenda item is considered. However 
                                We ask that any person who wishes to speak on an agenda item submit a request prior to the meeting being called to 
                                 order. You will be given 3 minutes on each agenda item that you wish to comment on and the Board of Directors will 
                                 discuss the item amongst themselves with no other public comment. 
                                    
                                      
                          B.1      Tank Replacement Project Update Resolution #24-002 Handout at Meeting     Pg. 9-23                                        
                                                 (discussion—possible action)  
                                         Motion:                         Second:                          Roll Call Vote:  
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                          B.2  Approve 2022—2023 Audit                                                        pg. 24-62 
                                          (discussion—action requested)         
                                        Motion:                         Second:                          Vote:           
    
                          B.3  Past Due Customers--Payment Plan Agreement                                         pg. 63-70   
                                         (discussion-possible action)        
                                        Motion:                         Second:                          Vote:           
                                                           
                                                                     
        C.            POLICY REVISION / ADOPTION  
               
                           C.1    Damage to Water System Facilities  Sec 7.3                              pg. 71-76 
                                   (discussion-action requested) Resolution #24-001 
                                     Motion:                           Second:                          Roll Call Vote: 
 
                           C.2    Emergency Preparedness Plan                                                 pg. 77-82 
                                      (discussion-possible action)  2nd reading 
                                     Motion:                           Second:                          Vote: 
                           
                            C.3    Filling Pools and Tanks Sec 14.1                                                   pg. 83-86 
                                      (discussion-possible action)  2nd reading 
                                     Motion:                           Second:                          Vote: 
 
 
   IX.              THE BOARD WILL ENTER CLOSED SESSION     
 
                           Comments or Questions about Closed Session Items.   
 

         CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION (Gov. Code 
           Section, 54956.9(d)(2), (e)(3)):  One Claim, Claimant:    (Richard and Hope Lamb).  

                                                           (discussion—possible action)        
                                      Motion:                         Second:                          Vote:   

 
   X.            Return to Open Session     
 
                  Report of actions taken in closed session 
                                              
 
   XI.      ITEMS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING------- Date of Next Meeting: February 27th, 2024 

1. Drought Planning 
                  2.   Application for Construction Funding from DWSRF for project 
                  3.   Project Update 
                   
   XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
The GSD Board meeting agenda will be posted at the District Office no later than. Date:  Saturday, January 20th, 2024. The agenda will be on the 
GSD website and is emailed to the local newspapers and those who have requested an agenda in writing or e-mail.  
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need a special accommodation to participate, please contact the Garberville 
Sanitary District Office at (707)923-9566 at least 48 hours in advance. 
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Garberville Sanitary District 
PO Box 211 

Garberville, CA. 95542 
(707)923-9566 

 
 
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
Date: January 23rd 2024 

 
 

Welcome to 2024 and with your guidance of professional services and staff, I am optimistic that we will 
continue making much needed improvements, in our continued effort to stop leaks, repair failing 
equipment and prepare for the future, through improvement projects and infrastructure replacement. 
 
The bad weather is upon us, which has created some problems but none that staff has not been able to 
work through and they all are very much appreciated for their dedication to each other and the District. 
 
Once again, there has been many meetings, emails and phone calls regarding the tank replacement project 
but Jennie will be giving you an update on that agenda item.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Ralph Emerson 
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GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

Date of Meeting:  Tuesday, December 19th 2023 
5:00 p.m. – Open Public Session 

 
 
I.   REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Doug Bryan called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM 
 
 
II. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  
              Rio Anderson: Present  

Doug Bryan: Present 
Julie Lyon: Present  
Dan Thomas: Present by Phone 
Richard Landes: Absent 

 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 

Motion: Julie Lyon      Second: Rio Anderson     Vote: 4-0 
 
IV. THE BOARD WILL ENTER CLOSED SESSION AT END OF MEETING 
 
V.        COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 
No Audience  

 
 VI.        ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS  
Operations Staff: (Brian and Dan)    River Levels—Operational Demands 
 
Operations reported on a leak that occurred between The Patriot station and Sherwood Forest Motel.  

 They used the jetter to resolve the situation approximately 180 feet down the line. 

 

Office Staff: (Mary Nieto) Customer Concerns, Delinquent Service Payments 
 
Mary reports ongoing and increasing difficulty fielding customer ‘challenges’ to pay regular bills, let alone 

 catch up with past due accounts. Some customers have entered into Payment Plan Agreements.  
Board Members: None to Report 
Correspondence: None to Report 
General Manager: Ralph Emerson Pg. 5 

 
 No further comments were made at the meeting. 
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VII.  PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 
 

A. Water Tank Replacement Project– Public Hearing for Comment and Possible Action on Draft IS/MND.          
Presentation by: Jennie Short and Stein Coriell       

i. The Board will consider adoption of the GSD Robertson/Wallan/Hurlbutt Tanks Replacement Project 
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration- SCH#2023100664 prepared in accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) and adoption of Resolution 23-015. 

 Resolution 23-015   Motion: Julie Lyon Second: Rio Anderson  Roll Call Vote: 4-0 
 
 NO PUBLIC COMMENT – non in attendance 
 Stein’s Notes: read the project summary provided in the agenda packet pgs. 15-17 (1-3) 
 The board entered into a 3 minute recess to sign paperwork concerning public hearing.  
 
VIII.  RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  
  

The board returned to open session at 5:23 p.m. 

IX. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
A. CONSENT AGENDA          
 A.1 Approve Financials Date No Financials     

A.2 Approve November 14th 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes  - pg. 6-8                          
A.3        Operations Safety Report-  pg. 9-11  

                  Motion: Rio Anderson  Second: Julie Lyon  Vote: 4-0 
  
 

B.          GENERAL BUSINESS – Action items 
                                      
                          B.1        Board Member Officers-Assignments                                               pg. 12-13  
                                                 (discussion—action required) 
    
                                       Nomination of Chairperson: Doug Bryan is nominated  
                                         Motion:  Rio                      Second: Julie                         Vote: 4-0      
 
                                        Nomination of Vice Chairperson: Rio Anderson is nominated 
                                         Motion: Julie                        Second: Dan                         Vote: 4-0     
 
                                        Nomination of Secretary---Ralph Emerson is nominated 
                                         Motion: Doug                        Second: Rio                         Vote: 4-0 
 
                                         Nomination of Treasurer: Julie Lyon is nominated 
                                          Motion: Doug                        Second: Dan                        Vote: 4-0 
 
                                         Authorized Signatures to Sign For District: All Board Members and Ralph & Mary  
                                          Motion: Doug                         Second: Dan                         Vote: 4-0   
 
 
  *Budget Committee: Julie Lyon and Dan Thomas (Richard Landes Alternate) 
 
  *Water Rate Committee: Julie Lyon and Dan Thomas (Richard Landes Alternate) 
 
  *Drought/Water Ordinance Committee: Rio Anderson and Doug Bryan (Dan Thomas Alternate)      
 
                  
                          B.2 Approve Board Calendar 2024                                                              pg. 14 
                                                (discussion-possible action)    
                                        Motion: Dan                    Second: Rio           Vote: 4-0          
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 B.3 Update on Tank Replacement Project: See board memo for full summary     pg. 15-164                                             
                                               (discussion-possible action) no action taken 
                                             
   The Garberville Sanitary District (GSD) proposes to implement the Robertson/Wallan/Hurlbutt 

Tanks Replacement Project. Both of the existing tanks in operation are leaking 
   and they lack sufficient storage capacity for maximum daily consumption and fire suppression; 
   they also do not meet current seismic design standards. In addition, the District proposes to 
   replace or upgrade three booster pump stations (Upper Maple Lane Pump Station, 
   Arthur/Alderpoint Pump Station, and Wallan Pump Station). Funding issues came up the day of 

meeting. The board will soon have to make a decision on how to proceed.  
   
 
  B.4 Meadows Aerial Water Line Project Update                                        
                                        (discussion-possible action)   no action taken  
                                              
 
  B.5  Clean California Dump Day                                                          pg. 165-172   
                                               (discussion-possible action)   no action taken  
                                            
  No more information was provided, this item was tabled.                               
                                                                                                                
        C.            POLICY REVISION / ADOPTION  
               
                           C.1     Damage to Water System Facilities  Sec 7.3                                         pg. 173 
                                     (discussion—no action)    no action taken           1st reading and some discussion 
                                      
 
                           C.2     Waiver and Release of  Liability Waiver Application:        pg. 174 
                                        (discussion—possible action)  no action taken 
                                       Doug mentioned to have legal counsel review the application.  
 
                           C.3      Drought Preparedness Plan:                                                pg. 175-177  
                                          (discussion-possible action)  no action taken 
                                       The state has new requirements for drought preparedness. Bring back as needed. 
   
 

                             C.4       Emergency Preparedness Plan       no action taken            pg. 178-183 
                                            (discussion—no action)   1st reading 
  needs more discussion regarding river contaminants and consider how this also affects drought 

conditions 
                         
     C.5       Sec 14.1 Filling Pools and Tanks  no action taken    pg. 184-185 
                                             (discussion-no action)   1st reading   
  Bring back with more information. The CSF of the river was discussed as being more important than the 

time of year the pool is being filled.  
 
X.              THE BOARD WILL ENTER CLOSED SESSION 

 
The board entered into closed session at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
XI.               Questions or Comments about Closed Session Items 
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     1.       Conference with Real Property Negotiators (Government Code § 54956.8): 

       Property: Approximately (undetermined) acres of land and is a portion of the  
               parcel designated as Assessor’s Parcel Numbers APN 032-211-011, APN 032-211-035, 
               APN 032-211-021 

Garberville Sanitary District Negotiating Team with Jennie Short and Dan Thomas. Russ Gans (GSD 
attorney) will participate. Under negotiation: Property Acquisition Negotiation, Price and/or terms of 
payment/conditions for, Easement Agreement and/or Grant Deeds.  

                               (discussion—possible action)    No action was taken    
                                          
 
 

2.       CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION (Gov. Code 
           Section, 54956.9(d)(2), (e)(3)):  One Claim, Claimant:    (Richard and Hope Lamb).  

                                                           (discussion—possible action)       No action taken 
                                       

 
 

XII.            Return to Open Session     
 
 The Board returned to open session at 7:50 p.m. 
 Doug Bryan reported that no action was taken during closed session. 
 
XIII. ITEMS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING                    Next Board Meeting January 23rd, 2024 

1. Drought Planning 
                  2.   Tank Replacement Project 
                  3.    In-House Projects 
                  4.    Emergency Preparedness Plan 
                  5.    Filling Pools and Tanks  
 
 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT   
 
 Doug ended the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date: January 23, 2024 

To: Board of Directors 

From: Jennie Short, Consultant Project Manager 

Subject: Robertson/Wallan/Hurlbutt Tank Replacement Project 
 
 

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
Since the last Board Meeting, the Project Team has: 

− Completed the Humboldt County General Plan Conformance and Special Permit (for 
SMA) application and submitted to the County 

− Submitted the CDFW for 1600 Notification for construction project and intake 
− Prepared and submitted the NCRWQCB for WDR permit application 
− Completed the lead and asbestos survey report 
− Prepared the Final IS/MND, held the public hearing, adopted resolutions, adopted and 

filed the NOD with the County Recorder and the Office of Planning and Research State 
Clearinghouse 

− Submitted the CEQA documentation to DFA and DWR for concurrence 
− DWR Invoice #3 in the amount of $146,302.24 for reimbursement of expenses 
− Appraiser completed the in field survey of the property 
− Prepared the plat map for property acquisition @ the Main Tank site 
− Prepared the draft Property Exchange Agreement between GSD and the Swaffar Trust 
− Met with PG&E representative for new/relocated service applications 
− Coordinated with CalFire to obtain concurrence with the Alderpoint PS footprint on their 

property 
 
Over the next month SHN and Points West will have: 

− Complete the 90% plans, specifications, and estimate of project costs 
− Finalize the SWPPP 
− Coordinate with the County and NCRWQCB to make sure the permits are progressing in a 

timely manner 
− Receive clearance from ACOE for the project 

 
The rest of the project team will be working on: 

− DFA Invoice #4 in the amount of $115,839.89 for reimbursement of expenses 
− Submitted DWR quarterly report #4 
− Submitted DFA quarterly report #7 
− property acquisition negotiations with G. Swaffar 
− Completion of the appraisal report for the easements needed for the project 
− coordination with the Real Estate Branch of DWR and General Services as needed 
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− coordination with Caltrans and CalFire 
− preparation of the last few TMF attachments for the report 
− continued oversight of the finances 
− preparation of the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Construction Funding application 

 
Attached is a resolution authorizing the General Manager and the Consultant Project Manager to 
sign all permit applications and subsequent agreements and forms necessary for finalization of 
the permitting of the project.  Also attached is the Draft of the Lake or Streambed Alteration 
Agreement (LSAA) between GSD and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for 
the construction work associated with the project.  A similar draft agreement will be produced for 
the Raw Water Intake.  We applied for the tanks project and the raw water intake as two separate 
agreements even though they have both come out of the comments for the project because the 
conditions for the two are different and the RWI Agreement will be renewed at the expiration in 
five years but the construction should be completed by then.  I have reviewed the Draft LSAA and 
the conditions in items 2.3, 2.6, 2.16, and 2.18 needing to be clearly listed in the plans and 
specifications plus the SWPPP that SHN is preparing.  There were no unanticipated conditions 
listed in the LSAA.  If the Board adopts the proposed resolution, Ralph will sign the LSAA on 
behalf of the District.   
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
To follow is a summary of the project costs through November 30, 2023, and the reimbursement 
status/amounts. 
 
Description Amount 
Ineligible Expenses $32,174.29  
Ineligible Expenses-DWR elimination of markups by SHN 3,996.85 
Arthur Road PRV Construction Costs 57,610.01 
DFA Reimbursement Rounding - Cumulative -2.51 
DFA Reimbursement Invoice #1 (paid) 64,008.00 
DFA Reimbursement Invoice #2 (paid) 71,398.00 
DFA Reimbursement Invoice #3 (paid) 52,221.00 
DWR Reimbursement Invoice #1 (paid) 165,759.30 
DWR Reimbursement Invoice #2 (paid) 64,077.51 
DWR Reimbursement Invoice #3 (submitted) 131,672.02 
DFA Reimbursement Invoice #4 (preparing) 115,839.89 
DWR Reimbursement Invoice #4 (preparing) 77,414.76 
DWR Retention Due 40,167.64 
Expenses Awaiting Invoicing 3,000.00 
Expenses Awaiting FA Amendment for Reimbursement 26,542.50 

Total Project Costs to Date $905,879.26  
 
Attached you will find the Project Tracking Report that list all the tasks in the DFA and DWR 
funding agreements along with the amounts requested for reimbursement, spent with SHN, 
estimated completion date and status of completion/submittal.  As can be seen on the project 
tracking sheet, we have invoiced for $303,483 of a total $325,000 leaving $21,517 from DFA and 
$439,121 of a total $485,000 leaving $45,879 from DWR for the planning phase of this project.  
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The contract with SHN will exceed the remaining funding from these two agencies.  SHN’s total 
contract is for $940,310 of which they have billed $625,716.68 as of December 31, 2023 leaving 
$314,593.32.  They likely will not end up spending the entirety of this amount.  Unfortunately, the 
majority of the remainder of their contract does not currently have funding available.   
 
The request for an amendment to our Planning Project Funding Agreement to DFA in the amount 
of $347,00 in July 2023 has not yet been fully processed.  We are still awaiting determination of 
the amount of additional funding that will be allocated to this project and whether they will add 
PERMITTING and PROPERTY ACQUISITION to this agreement or have us include it in the 
Construction Phase application. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. Adopt Resolution 24-002 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Project Tracking Report 
 
Draft Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW 
 
Resolution 24-002 Authorizing the General Manager and Consultant Project Manager to execute 
all project permitting documents on behalf of the Board 
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Comments

DWR Task 2 - Project Development 362,000 343,835 Includes DFA#1,2,3 & 5

1 35,000 44,655

1 Data Collection & System Evaluation 28,000 27,983 C
5 Draft PER 106,000 94,725 03/31/23 C

Deliver: Draft Preliminary Engineering Report Submitted 04/04/23

2 41,868
3 Survey 20,000 1,820 1,820 07/31/23 C Submitted 09/19/23

4 Geotechnical Investigation and Geologic 
Hazards Evaluation

15,000 60,000 54,996 07/31/23 C

Deliver: Geotechnical Report Submitted 08/31/23

3 55,000 54,900
5 Final PER portion of Task 5 20,000 19,757 05/31/23 C
6 30% Plans 118,500 115,675 07/31/23 C

Deliver: Final Preliminary Engineering Report Submitted 06/15/23
Preliminary Design Submitted 08/01/23

4 60,000 67,599 63,000 84,746
2 Special Studies - Wetlands, Biological, 

Botany, Cultural Resources
69,750 69,735 08/31/23 C Submitted 08/17/23

7 CEQA Document + NOD 50,000 43,578 01/31/24 C

Permitting- County, State, Federal 20,000 45,000 55,000 23,337 05/31/24 IP Submitted Nov 2023

Deliver: Draft Environmental Documents 10/31/23 C Submitted 10/23/23
Final Environmental Documents 02/28/24 Submitted 12/20/23

5 70,000 68,740 431,240 174,111

Deliver: Draft Plans, Specifications & Bid Documents (60%) 08/31/23 C Submitted 09/29/23
 Final Plans, Specifications & Bid Documents (100%) 02/28/24 IP 90% Due 1/31/24

Through Nov 30, 2023

Project Evaluation, Alternative Analysis and 
Pre-design

Surveying and Geotechnical Investigation

Final Preliminary Engineering Report

Environmental Documents (CEQA) DWR#3

Plans & Specifications

January 2024 Board Mtg Page 1 of 2
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Robertson/Wallan/Hurlbutt Tank Replacement Project Tracking Report
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Comments

6 20,000 10,245

Deliver: Draft TMF Assessment form & supporting documentation 09/30/23 IP Draft Assessment Done
Final TMF Assessment form & supporting documentation 02/28/24 IP Attachments In Progress

7 10,000 C June 2020

Deliver: Draft Rate Study Increases implemented
Final Rate Study June '21, '22 & '23

8 20,000 15,476 15,000 10,540
Deliver: Quarterly Progress Reports 12/31/25 P Rpt#5 Submitted and

Reimbursement Req #3&4

9 Work Completion (Planning Phase) 03/31/24

TOTAL: 325,000$  303,483$  485,000$  439,121$  940,310$  625,717$  

Post Planning Phase Major Milestones

Right of Way Acquisition 140,000 39,971 ???? U Coord w/ prop owners

Issuance of Federal, State & County permits 5/31/2024 U Being Submitted

Application for Construction Funding 02/28/24 U DFA Const App

Execution of FA for Construction Phase 11/30/24 DFA CPFA, DWR Done

Bid Project 1 10,000 7/31/2024
Award Project 1 8/31/2024
Begin Construction Work-Project 1 (DWR) 9/10/2024

Construction 3,630,000
CM, DA, CPM 280,000

Complete Construction Work-Project 1 9/30/2025
Final Funding Reimbursement-DWR 12/31/25
Project 2 Starts after FA with DFA Executed ????

Total:  325,000 303,483 4,545,000 479,091 625,717

* Notes: Completion Status Key: C = Task Complete
U = Task Underway
P = Periodic Task for duration of project

Water Rate Study

Administration (DWR #1)

Technical, Managerial and Financial 

January 2024 Board Mtg Page 2 of 2
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

REGION 1  NORTHERN REGION 
619 2nd Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
 
LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION AGREEMENT  
NOTIFICATION NO. EPIMS-HUM-45723-R1C 
Unnamed Tributary to South Fork Eel River, Tributary to the Eel River 
and the Pacific Ocean 
 
Ralph Emerson, representing Garberville Sanitary District 
Garberville Sanitary District Tanks Replacement Project (Project) 
1 Encroachment 

 

 
This Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Ralph Emerson (Permittee). 

    
RECITALS 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Fish and Game Code (FGC) section 1602, the Permittee 
initially notified CDFW on November 17, 2023, that the Permittee intends to complete 
the Project described herein.  
  
WHEREAS, pursuant to FGC section 1603, CDFW has determined that the Project 
could substantially adversely affect existing fish or wildlife resources and has included 
measures in the Agreement necessary to protect those resources. 
 
WHEREAS, the Permittee has reviewed the Agreement and accepts its terms and 
conditions, including the measures to protect fish and wildlife resources. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Permittee agrees to complete the Project in accordance with 
the Agreement. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The Project is located within the South Fork Eel River watershed, in the town of 
Garberville, County of Humboldt, State of California. The Project is located in Section 
24, T4S, R3E, Humboldt Base and Meridian; in the Garberville U.S. Geological Survey 
7.5-  032-211-021. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The Project is limited to one encroachment for ground disturbance, open trench 
construction of new water lines, and construction of a new access road to support 
upgrades to facilities managed by Garberville Sanitary District. Work for this 
encroachment will include excavation, backfilling and compaction of fill, and 
implementation of erosion control.  
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Notification # EPIMS-HUM-45723-R1C
Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement 
Page 2 of 10 
 

 

 
PROJECT IMPACTS 
 
Existing fish or wildlife resources the project could substantially adversely affect include 
Coastal Giant Salamander (Dicamptodon tenebrosus), Foothill Yellow-legged Frog 
(Rana boylii), Northern Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora), Red-bellied newt (Taricha 
rivularis), Boreal Toad (Anaxyrus boreas boreas), amphibians, reptiles, aquatic 
invertebrates, mammals, birds, and other aquatic and riparian species. 
 
The adverse effects the project could have on the fish or wildlife resources identified 
above include: 
 
Impacts to water quality:   

 Temporary increase in fine sediment transport; 
 
Impacts to bed, channel, or bank and direct effects on fish, wildlife, and their habitat: 

 Loss or decline of riparian habitat; and 
 
Impacts to natural flow and effects on habitat structure and process:  

 Direct and/or incidental take;  
 Indirect impacts;  
 Water quality degradation; and  
 Damage to aquatic habitat and function. 

 
MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES  
 
1. Administrative Measures 
 
The Permittee shall meet each administrative requirement described below.  

 
1.1 Documentation at Project Site. The Permittee shall make the Agreement, any 

extensions and amendments to the Agreement, and all related notification 
materials and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents, readily 
available at the project site at all times and shall be presented to CDFW personnel, 
or personnel from another state, federal, or local agency upon request.   
 

1.2 Providing Agreement to Persons at Project Site. The Permittee shall provide 
copies of the Agreement and any extensions and amendments to the Agreement 
to all persons who will be working on the project at the project site on behalf of the 
Permittee, including but not limited to contractors, subcontractors, inspectors, and 
monitors.  
 

1.3 Change of Conditions and Need to Cease Operations. If conditions arise, or 
change, in such a manner as to be considered deleterious by CDFW to the stream 
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or wildlife, operations shall cease until corrective measures approved by CDFW 
are taken.  

1.4 Adherence to Existing Authorizations. All water diversion facilities that the 
Permittee owns, operates, or controls shall be operated and maintained in 
accordance with current law and applicable water rights. 

1.5 Notification of Conflicting Provisions. The Permittee shall notify CDFW if the 
Permittee determines or learns that a provision in the Agreement might conflict 
with a provision imposed on the project by another local, state, or federal agency. 
In that event, CDFW shall contact the Permittee to resolve any conflict.  
 

1.6 Project Site Entry. Permittee agrees that CDFW personnel may enter the Project 
site at any time to verify compliance with the Agreement. 

 
2. Avoidance and Minimization Measures 
 
To avoid or minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources identified above, the 
Permittee shall implement each measure listed below. 
 
2.1 Permitted Project Activities. Except where otherwise stipulated in this Agreement, 

all work shall be in accordance with the Permittee Notification received on 
November 17, 2023, 
other supporting documents submitted with the Notification.  

2.2 Incidental Take. This Agreement does not allow for the take,  or incidental take  
of any federal or State listed threatened or endangered listed species.  

Project Timing 

2.3 Work Period. All work shall be confined to the period June 1 through October 31 
of each year. Work within the active channel of a stream shall be restricted to 
periods of dry weather. Precipitation forecasts and potential increases in stream 
flow shall be considered when planning construction activities. Construction 
activities shall cease, and all necessary erosion control measures shall be 
implemented prior to the onset of precipitation.  

2.4 Work Completion. The proposed work shall be completed prior to the 
expiration of this Agreement's term. A notice of completed work, including 
photographs of each site, shall be submitted to CDFW within seven (7) days of 
work completion for each encroachment. 

2.5 Extension of the Work Period. If weather conditions permit, and the Permittee 
wishes to extend the work period before June 1 or after October 31, a written 
request shall be made to CDFW at least five (5) working days before the 
proposed work period variance. Written approval (letter or e-mail) for the 
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proposed time extension must be received from CDFW prior to activities 
beginning before June 1 or continuing past October 31. 

2.6 Avoidance of Nesting Birds. Fish and Game Code sections 3503 and 3503.5 
eggs. Vegetation 

maintenance or removal (e.g., clearing and grubbing) shall occur between 
September 1 and March 15. Removal areas should be managed once cleared to 
reduce nesting potential during the breeding season. 

Vegetation Management 

2.7 Minimum Vegetation Removal. No native riparian vegetation shall be removed 
from the bank of the stream, except where authorized by CDFW. Permittee shall 
limit the disturbance or removal of native vegetation to the minimum necessary to 
achieve design guidelines and standards for the Authorized Activity. Permittee 
shall take precautions to avoid damage to vegetation outside the work area. 

Stream Protections 

2.8 Stream Protection. No debris, soil, silt, sand, bark, slash, sawdust, rubbish, 
cement or concrete washings, oil or petroleum products, or other deleterious 
material from project activities shall be allowed to enter into or be placed where it 
may be washed by rainfall or runoff into the stream. All project materials and 
debris shall be removed from the project site and properly disposed of off-site 
upon project completion. 

2.9 Equipment Maintenance. Refueling of machinery or heavy equipment, or adding or 
draining oil, lubricants, coolants, or hydraulic fluids shall not take place within 
stream bed, channel, and bank. All such fluids and containers shall be disposed of 
properly off-site. Heavy equipment shall not be stored within stream bed, channel, 
and bank. 
 

2.10 Hazardous Spills. If at any time any material which could be hazardous or toxic to 
aquatic life enters a stream, the Permittee shall immediately notify the California 
Emergency Management Agency State Warning Center at 1-800-852-7550, and 
immediately initiate clean-up activities. Permittee shall notify CDFW at 707-445-
6493 and consulted regarding clean-up procedures as soon as practicable, but no 
later than 24 hours after the spill. 

 
2.11 Work Prohibition in Wetted Stream. No work is authorized in a wetted stream 

channel (i.e., where surface or subsurface water is present). All work shall be 
conducted when the stream is dry. Permittee shall notify CDFW if it determines 
that work in a wetted stream is required to complete a project and will submit a 
site-specific dewatering plan for review and approval. 
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2.12 Excavated Fill. Excavated fill material shall be placed in a stable upland location 
where it cannot deliver to a stream or wetland. To minimize the potential for material 
to enter the watercourse during the winter period, all excavated and relocated fill 
material shall be contoured (to drain water) and compacted to effectively incorporate 
and stabilize loose material into existing road and/or landing features. 

2.13 Runoff from Steep Areas. The Permittee shall ensure that runoff (concentrated 
flow) from steep, erodible surfaces will be slowed and diverted into stable areas 
with little erosion potential or contained behind erosion control structures. Erosion 
control structures such as straw bales and/or siltation control fencing shall be 
placed and maintained until the threat of erosion ceases. Frequent water bars 
shall be placed on dirt roads, heavy equipment tracks, or other work trails to 
control erosion. 

2.14 Road Approaches. The Permittee shall treat road approaches to minimize erosion 
and sediment delivery to the stream. Permittee shall ensure road approaches are 
hydrologically disconnected to the maximum extent feasible to prevent sediment 
from entering the stream.  

Erosion Control and Pollution 

2.15 Erosion Control. Permittee shall use erosion control measures throughout all work 
phases where sediment runoff could enter a stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters 
of the State).  

2.16 Seed and Mulch. Upon completion of construction operations and/or the onset of 
wet weather, Permittee shall stabilize exposed soil areas within the work area. 
Permittee shall utilize vegetative (e.g., plant seed) or other non-vegetative 
methods such as jute mat, coir mat, wood chip mat, straw mat/wattle, straw mulch, 
native duff (leaves, needles, fine twigs, etc.), or lopped native slash to protect and 
stabilize soils. Straw mulching shall utilize at least 2 to 4 inches of clean, weed-
free, straw (such as rice or barley). Seeding shall use regional native seed or non-
native seed that is known not to persist or spread [e.g., barley (Hordeum vulgare), 
or wheat (Triticum aestivum)]. No known invasive grass seed such as annual or 
perennial ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum or L. perenne, which are now referred to as 
Festuca perennis), shall be used. Use of Humboldt grass seed mix is prohibited. 

2.17 Erosion and Sediment Barriers. Permittee shall monitor and maintain all erosion 
and sediment barriers in good operating condition throughout the work period and 
the following rainy season, defined herein to mean October 31 through June 1. 
Maintenance includes, but is not limited to, removal of accumulated sediment 
and/or replacement of damaged sediment fencing, coir logs, coir rolls, and/or 
straw bale barriers. If the sediment barrier fails to function as designed, Permittee 
shall employ corrective measures, and notify CDFW immediately. 
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2.18 Prohibition on Use of Monofilament Netting. To minimize the risk of ensnaring and 
strangling wildlife, Permittee shall not use any erosion control materials that 
contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) monofilament netting, including photo- or 
biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other erosion control 
measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) 
fiber, or other products without welded weaves. 

2.19 Site Maintenance. Permittee shall be responsible for site maintenance including, 
but not limited to, re-establishing erosion control to minimize surface erosion and 
ensuring drainage structures and stream banks remain sufficiently stable.  

2.20 Cover Spoil Piles. Permittee shall have readily available erosion control materials 
such as wattles, natural fiber mats, or plastic sheeting, to cover and contain 
exposed spoil piles and exposed areas to prevent sediment from eroding into a 
stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State). Permittee shall apply and 
secure these materials prior to rain events to prevent loose soils from entering a 
stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State). 

2.21 No Dumping. Permittee shall not deposit, permit to pass into, or place where it can 
pass into a stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State) any material 
deleterious to fish and wildlife, or abandon, dispose of, or throw away within 150 
feet of a stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State) any cans, bottles, 
garbage, motor vehicle or parts thereof, rubbish, litter, refuse, waste, debris, or the 
viscera or carcass of any dead mammal, or the carcass of any dead bird. 

3. Reporting Measures  
 
Permittee shall meet each reporting requirement described below. All reports shall be 
submitted by e-mail to CDFW at EPIMS.R1C@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
3.1 Notice of Work Initiation. The Permittee shall contact CDFW within the seven-day 

period preceding the beginning of work permitted by this Agreement. Information 
to be disclosed shall include Agreement number, and the anticipated start date. 

3.2 Notice of Work Completion. The proposed work shall be completed prior to the 
expiration of this Agreement's term. A notice of completed work (measure 2.4) 
shall be submitted to CDFW within seven (7) days of work completion. 
Information to be disclosed shall include Agreement number, photos of each work 
site labeled with the project ID, and a short description of the work completed. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Written communication the Permittee or CDFW submits to the other shall be delivered 
to the address below unless the Permittee or CDFW specifies otherwise. 
 

To Permittee: 
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Ralph Emerson 
P.O. Box 211 
Garberville, California 95542 
707-923-9566 
remerson@garbervillesd.com 

 
To CDFW: 
 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Northern Region 
619 2nd Street 
Eureka, California 95501 
EPIMS.R1C@wildlife.ca.gov  
Jonathan.Hollis@wildlife.ca.gov  
Attn: Lake and Streambed Alteration Program  
Notification No. EPIMS-HUM-45723-R1C 

 
LIABILITY 
 
The Permittee shall be solely liable for any violation of the Agreement, whether 
committed by the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the Permittee, including 
its officers, employees, representatives, agents or contractors and subcontractors, to 
complete the project or any activity related to it that the Agreement authorizes. 

 
This Agreement does not constitute CDFW or require the Permittee to 
proceed with the project. The decision to proceed with the project is the Permittee  
alone. 
 
SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION  
 
CDFW may suspend or revoke in its entirety this Agreement if it determines that the 
Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the Permittee, including its officers, 
employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and subcontractors, is not in 
compliance with the Agreement.  
 
Before CDFW suspends or revokes the Agreement, it shall provide the Permittee written 
notice by certified or registered mail that it intends to suspend or revoke. The notice 
shall state the reason(s) for the proposed suspension or revocation, provide the 
Permittee an opportunity to correct any deficiency before CDFW suspends or revokes 
the Agreement, and include instructions to the Permittee, if necessary, including but not 
limited to a directive to immediately cease the specific activity or activities that caused 
CDFW to issue the notice.  
 
ENFORCEMENT 
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Nothing in the Agreement precludes CDFW from pursuing an enforcement action 
against the Permittee instead of, or in addition to, suspending or revoking the 
Agreement. 
 
Nothing in the Agreement limits or otherwise affects CDFW's enforcement authority or 
that of its enforcement personnel. 
 
OTHER LEGAL OBLIGATIONS  
 
This Agreement does not relieve the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the 
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and 
subcontractors, from obtaining any other permits or authorizations that might be 
required under other federal, state, or local laws or regulations before beginning the 
project or an activity related to it.  

  
This Agreement does not relieve the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the 
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and 
subcontractors, from complying with other applicable statutes in the FGC including, but 
not limited to, FGC sections 2050 et seq. (threatened and endangered species), 3503 
(bird nests and eggs), 3503.5 (birds of prey), 5650 (water pollution), 5652 (refuse 
disposal into water), 5901 (fish passage), 5937 (sufficient water for fish), and 5948 
(obstruction of stream).  
 
Nothing in the Agreement authorizes the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the 
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and 
subcontractors, to trespass. 
 
AMENDMENT  
 
CDFW may amend the Agreement at any time during its term if CDFW determines the 
amendment is necessary to protect an existing fish or wildlife resource. 
 
The Permittee may amend the Agreement at any time during its term, provided the 
amendment is mutually agreed to in writing by CDFW and the Permittee. To request an 
amendment, the Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW 
Amend Lake or Streambed include with the completed form 
payment of the corresponding amendment fee identified in CDFW
schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). 
 
TRANSFER AND ASSIGNMENT  
 
This Agreement may not be transferred or assigned to another entity, and any purported 
transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall not be valid or effective, 
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unless the transfer or assignment is requested by the Permittee in writing, as specified 
below, and thereafter CDFW approves the transfer or assignment in writing. 

  
The transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall constitute a minor 
amendment, and therefore to request a transfer or assignment, the Permittee shall 
submit to CDFW a completed CDFW 
form and include with the completed form payment of the minor amendment fee 
identified in CDFW  (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). 
 
EXTENSIONS  
 
In accordance with FGC section 1605(b), the Permittee may request one extension of 
the Agreement, provided the request is made prior to the expiration of the 
term. To request an extension, the Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW 

Streambed include with the completed 
form payment of the extension fee identified in CDFW  (see Cal. 
Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). CDFW shall process the extension request in accordance 
with FGC 1605(b) through (e). 
 
If the Permittee fails to submit a request to extend the Agreement prior to its expiration, 
the Permittee must submit a new notification and notification fee before beginning or 
continuing the project the Agreement covers (FGC section 1605(f)).   
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
The Agreement becomes effective on the date of CDFW  signature, which shall be: 1) 
after the Permittee signature; 2) after CDFW complies with all applicable requirements 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 3) after payment of the 
applicable FGC section 711.4 filing fee listed at 
http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/habcon/ceqa/ceqa_changes.html. 

 
TERM 
 
This Agreement shall expire five years from date of execution, unless it is terminated 
or extended before then. All provisions in the Agreement shall remain in force 
throughout its term. The Permittee shall remain responsible for implementing any 
provisions specified herein to protect fish and wildlife resources after the Agreement 
expires or is terminated, as FGC section 1605(a)(2) requires.   
 
AUTHORITY 
 
If the person signing the Agreement (signatory) is doing so as a representative of the 
Permittee, the signatory hereby acknowledges that he or she is doing so on the 
Permittee  behalf and represents and warrants that he or she has the authority to 
legally bind the Permittee to the provisions herein. 
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AUTHORIZATION 
 
This Agreement authorizes only the project described herein. If the Permittee begins or 
completes a project different from the project the Agreement authorizes, the Permittee 
may be subject to civil or criminal prosecution for failing to notify CDFW in accordance 
with FGC section 1602. 
 

CONCURRENCE 
 

  

evidenced by the attached 
Management System (EPIMS), the permittee accepts and agrees to comply with all 
provisions contained herein. 
 
The EPIMS concurrence page containing electronic signatures must be attached 
to this agreement to be valid.    
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BOARD AGENDA MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date: January 23, 2024 

To: Garberville Sanitary District Board of Directors 

From: Jennie Short, Consultant Project Manager 

Subject: Audit for Fiscal Year 2022/23 
 

 
GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
The District contracted with Anderson, Lucas, Somerville, and Borges to perform the annual 
audit for the 2022/23 fiscal year.  Again this year, the staff person performing the audit was 
Keith Borges.  I have reviewed the Draft Audit has and Mr. Borges has provided the attached 
final audit for the Board’s consideration.    
 
Again this year the management report received from the auditor was very complementary.   
 
There was one item that required audit entries to correct - several journal entries were 
prepared to make corrections to previous years estimated accrued interest that we are owed 
from Humboldt County for the water and sewer reserve accounts held there.  These journal 
entries also posted property taxes that had be posted by the County with dates that preceded 
the audit dates.  This is the third year that it has been necessary for the interest to be estimated 
because the County Auditor has not been successful in posting the required interest income 
payments into our accounts.  All the other special districts are having to do the same thing in 
their books.  The County has made significant progress on reconciling the previous years and 
making the necessary interest payments.  I am optimistic that by the end of the current fiscal 
year, that the County will be current with these entries. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR BOARD ACTIONS 
 

1. Review the Draft Audit as presented 
2. Review the Representations Letter, approve it, and authorize the Chair of the Board to 

sign on behalf of the District. 
3. Confirm that the Board is making no changes to Resolution 23-003 for the Safe Harbor 

De Minimus limit of $5,000 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Audit with Management Discussion and Analysis Report 
Final SAS 114 Letter 
Final SAS 115 Letter 
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December 29, 2023 
 

 
 

 
To the Board of Directors and Members of Management 
Garberville Sanitary District 
Garberville, California   
 
 
Board of Directors and Members of Management: 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the business-type activities of the Garberville Sanitary 
District as of and for the year ended June 30, 2023.  Professional standards require that we provide 
you with the following information about our responsibilities under generally accepted auditing 
standards, as well as certain information related to the planned scope and timing of our audit. We 
have communicated such information in our letter dated September 8, 2023. Professional standards 
also require that we communicate to you the following information related to our audit. 
 
Our Responsibility under U.S. Generally Accepted Auditing Standards 
 
As stated in our audit engagement letter, our responsibility, as described by professional standards, is 
to express opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by management with your 
oversight are fairly presented, in all material respects, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted 
accounting principles.  Our audit of the financial statements does not relieve you or management of 
your responsibilities. 
 
Planned Scope and Timing of the Audits  
 
We performed the audits according to the planned scope and timing previously communicated to you 
in our engagement letter. 
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Significant Audit Matters 
 
Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices 
 
Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. In 
accordance with the terms of our engagement letter, we will advise management about the 
appropriateness of accounting policies and their application.  The significant accounting policies 
used by the District are described in Note 1 to the financial statements.  No new accounting policies 
were adopted and the application of existing policies was not changed during the year. We noted no 
transactions entered into by the District during the year for which there is a lack of authoritative 
guidance or consensus.  All significant transactions have been recognized in the financial statements 
in the proper period. 
 
Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and 
are based on management’s knowledge and experience about past and current events and 
assumptions about future events.  Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because of 
their significance to the financial statements and because of the possibility that future events 
affecting them may differ significantly from those expected. 
 
The most sensitive estimates affecting the financial statements were accumulated depreciation and 
depreciation expense. 
 
Management’s estimate of the accumulated depreciation and related expense for the current year was 
based on management’s estimate of the life expectancy of the fixed assets.  We reviewed the capital 
asset listing, and current year depreciation schedule.  We were satisfied that the calculations used 
were reasonable.  
 
The financial statement disclosures are neutral, consistent, and clear. 
 
Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audits 
 
We encountered no difficulties in dealing with management in performing and completing our 
audits. 
 
Disagreements with Management 
 
For purposes of this letter, a disagreement with management is a financial accounting, reporting, or 
auditing matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, that could be significant to the financial 
statements or the auditors’ report.  We are pleased to report that no such disagreements arose during 
the course of our audit. 
  
\ 
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Corrected and Uncorrected Misstatements 
 
Professional standards require us to accumulate all known and likely misstatements identified during 
the audit, other than those that are clearly trivial, and communicate them to the appropriate level of 
management.  Management has corrected all such misstatements. The following material 
misstatements detected as a result of audit procedures were corrected by management: 
 

1. Record county fund current year interest adjustments $  9,068 
2. Record county fund prior year interest adjustments  $ (7,320) 
3. Record additional county fund activity as of 6/30/2023 $  2,201 

 
  
Management Representations 
 
We have requested certain representations from management that are included in the management 
representation letter dated December 29, 2023. 
 
Management Consultations with Other Independent Accountants 
 
In some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing and 
accounting matters, similar to obtaining a "second opinion" on certain situations. If a consultation 
involves application of an accounting principle to the District, financial statements or a 
determination of the type of auditor’s opinion that may be expressed on those statements, our 
professional standards require the consulting accountant to check with us to determine that the 
consultant has all the relevant facts.  To our knowledge, there were no such consultations with other 
accountants. 
 
Other Audit Findings or Issues 
 
We generally discuss a variety of matters, including the application of accounting principles and 
auditing standards, with management each year prior to retention as the District’s auditors.  
However, these discussions occurred in the normal course of our professional relationship and our 
responses were not a condition to our retention. 
 
This information is intended solely for the use of the Board of Directors and management of the 
Garberville Sanitary District and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 

 
 

 
                                                 ANDERSON, LUCAS, SOMERVILLE & BORGES, LLP 
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Board of Directors and Management 
Garberville Sanitary District 
 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the business-type 
activities of the Garberville Sanitary District as of and for the year ended June 30, 2023 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, 
we considered Garberville Sanitary District’s internal control over financial reporting 
(internal control) as a basis for designing auditing procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but 
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal 
control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s 
internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not 
allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material 
weakness is a deficiency or combination of deficiencies in internal control, such that 
there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial 
statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might 
be material weaknesses. Given these limitations during our audit, we did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we considered to be material weaknesses. However, 
material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
  
This communication is intended solely for the information and use of management, the 
Board of Directors and others within the organization, and is not intended to be and 
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
   
 
ANDERSON, LUCAS, SOMERVILLE & BORGES, LLP 
 
 
 
Fortuna, California 
December 29, 2023 
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January 23, 2024 
 
Anderson, Lucas, Somerville & Borges 
1338 Main Street 
Fortuna, CA 95540 
 
We are providing this letter in connection with your audits of the financial statements of 
Garberville Sanitary District as of June 30, 2023 and for the year then ended for the 
purpose of expressing opinions as to whether the financial statements present fairly, in 
all material respects, the respective financial position of the business-type activities, 
each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information of Garberville Sanitary 
District and the respective changes in financial position and cash flows in conformity 
with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.  We confirm that we are responsible 
for the fair presentation of the previously mentioned financial statements in conformity 
with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.  We are also responsible for 
adopting sound accounting policies, establishing and maintaining effective internal 
control over financial reporting, and preventing and detecting fraud. 
 
Certain representations in this letter are described as being limited to matters that are 
material.  Items are considered material if they involve an omission or misstatement of 
accounting information that, in light of surrounding circumstances, makes it probable 
that the judgement of a reasonable person relying on the information would be changed 
or influenced by the omission or misstatements.  An omission or misstatement that is 
monetarily small in amount could be considered material as a result of qualitative 
factors. 
 
We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, as of December 29, 2023, the 
following representations made to you during your audits. 
 

1. The financial statements referred to above are fairly presented in 
conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles and include 
all properly classified funds and other financial information of the business-
type activities required by generally accepted accounting principles to be 
included in the financial reporting entity. 
 

 2. We have made available to you all — 
 

  a. Financial records and related data. 
 

  b. Minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors of the 
Garberville Sanitary District or summaries of actions of 
recent meetings for which minutes have not yet been 
prepared. 
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 3. There have been no communications from regulatory agencies concerning 
noncompliance with, or deficiencies in, financial reporting practices. 

 
 4. There are no material transactions that have not been properly recorded in 

the accounting records underlying the financial statements.  
 
 5. We believe the effects of the uncorrected financial statement 

misstatements summarized in the attached schedule, if any, are 
immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial 
statements taken as a whole.  In addition, you have proposed adjusting 
journal entries that have been posted.  We are in agreement with those 
adjustments. 

 
 6. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design and implementation of 

programs and controls to prevent and detect fraud. 
 
 7. We have no knowledge of any fraud or suspected fraud affecting the entity 

involving: 
 
   a. Management, 
 
   b. Employees who have significant roles in internal control, or 
 
   c. Others where the fraud could have a material effect on the 

financial statements. 
 
 8. We have no knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud 

affecting the entity received in communications from employees, former 
employees, analysts, regulators, or others. 

 
 9. We have identified to you any previous audits, attestation engagements, 

and other studies related to the audit objectives and whether related 
recommendations have been implemented. 

 
 10. The District has no plans or intentions that may materially affect the 

carrying value or classification of assets, liabilities, or fund equity. 
 
 11. The following, if any, have been properly recorded or disclosed in the 

financial statements: 
 
  a. Related party transactions, including revenues, 

expenditures/expenses, loans, transfers, leasing arrangements, 
and guarantees, and amounts receivable from or payable to related 
parties. 
 

  b. Guarantees, whether written or oral, under which the District is 
contingently liable. 
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  c. All accounting estimates that could be material to the financial 
statements, including the key factors and significant assumptions 
underlying those estimates and measurements.  We believe the 
estimates and measurements are reasonable in the circumstances, 
consistently applied and adequately disclosed. 

 
 12. We are responsible for compliance with the laws, regulations, and 

provisions of contracts and grant agreements applicable to us, including 
tax or debt limits and debt contracts, and we have identified and disclosed 
to you all laws, regulations and provisions of contracts and grant 
agreements that we believe have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts or other financial data 
significant to the audit objectives, including legal and contractual 
provisions for reporting specific activities in separate funds. 

 
 13.  There are no — 
  

a. Violations or possible violations of budget ordinances, laws and 
regulations (including those pertaining to adopting, approving and 
amending budgets), provisions of contracts and grant agreements, 
tax or debt limits, and any related debt covenants whose effects 
should be considered for disclosure in the financial statements or as 
a basis for recording a loss contingency, or for reporting on 
noncompliance. 
 

  b. Unasserted claims or assessments that our lawyer has advised us 
are probable of assertion and must be disclosed in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles (Statement of Financial 
Accounting Standards No. 5). 
 

  c. Other liabilities or gain or loss contingencies that are required to be 
accrued or disclosed by Financial Accounting Standards Board 
(FASB) Statement No. 5. 
 

  d. Reservations or designation of fund equity that were not properly 
authorized and approved. 

 
 14. As part of your audit, you assisted with preparation of the financial 

statements and related notes. We have designated an individual with 
suitable skill, knowledge, or experience to oversee your services and have 
made all management decisions and performed all management 
functions. We have reviewed, approved, and accepted responsibility for 
those financial statements and related notes. 

 
 15. The District has satisfactory title to all owned assets, and there are no 

liens or encumbrances on such assets nor has any asset been pledged as 
collateral, except as made known to you. 
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 16. The District has complied with all aspects of contractual agreements that 
would have a material effect on the financial statements in the event of 
noncompliance. 

  
 17. We have followed all applicable laws and regulations in adopting, 

approving and amending budgets.  
 
 18. The financial statements properly classify all funds and activities. 
 
 19. All funds that meet the quantitative criteria in GASB Statement Nos. 34 & 

37 for presentation as major are identified and presented. 
 
 20. Net asset components (invested in capital assets, net of related debt; 

restricted; and unrestricted) and equity amounts are properly classified 
and, if applicable, approved. 

 
 21. Provisions for uncollectible receivables have been properly identified and 

recorded. 
 
 22. Interfund, internal and inter-entity activity and balances have been 

appropriately classified and reported. 
 
 23. Deposits and investment securities, if any, are properly classified as to 

risk, and investments are properly valued. 
 
 24. Capital assets are properly capitalized, reported, and, if applicable, 

depreciated. 
 
 25. We acknowledge our responsibility for the required supplementary 

information (RSI), if any. The RSI is measured and presented within 
prescribed guidelines and the methods of measurement and presentation 
have not changed from those used on the prior period. We have disclosed 
to you any significant assumptions and interpretations underlying the 
measurements and presentations of the RSI. 

 
To the best of our knowledge and belief, no events, including instances of 
noncompliance, have occurred subsequent to the balance sheet date and through the 
date of this letter that would require adjustment to or disclosure in the aforementioned 
financial statements. 
 
Signed:                                                 
 
Title:  Chair of the Board of Directors    
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Garberville Sanitary District Customer Payment Plan 

Agreement 

Customer Name/Address/Phone: _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 

GSD Account #/Service Address: ______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Promise to Pay 

By Signing this Agreement, I acknowledge and reaffirm my outstanding debt pertaining to the Past-Due 

Balance of $ ____________ with the Garberville Sanitary District as of ________________________. 

By signing this agreement, I agree to pay my outstanding debt according to the 

following schedule, terms and conditions. Alterations to this agreement can only be 

made by both parties and must be placed in writing. Both parties will receive a 

printed copy of this agreement, and will be responsible for upholding its terms: 

1. I agree and accept responsibility for monthly payments of at least $ _______. Payments are due 

before the 25th of each month and will continue until such time as my account is PAID IN FULL. 

2. I understand all payments are to be made payable to the Garberville Sanitary District and mailed 

to G.S.D. P.O. Box 211, Garberville CA 95542, or brought directly to the G.S.D. Office located 

at 919 Redwood Drive, Garberville CA. Business Hours are 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through 

Thursday. A Drop Box outside the front door is provided for after-hours delivery. Payments may 

also be made to the G.S.D website: PAY YOUR BILL ONLINE!   - Garberville Sanitary 

District (garbervillesd.org) 

3. I understand it is my responsibility to notify the G.S.D. Office of any address, phone, name or 

email changes. Notification must be promptly made to Mary Nieto at m.nieto@garbervillesd.org 
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or by calling (707) 923- 9566, or by mailing updated personal information to the post office 

address provided on this form. 

4. I understand any payment returned by my banking institution for “Insufficient Funds”, “Stop 

Payment”, “Closed Account” or any other reason will immediately cause the account to become 

delinquent and thereafter placed in a collection status which may include referral to a collection 

agency. Bounced checks will incur an NSF fee of $40.00. 

5. I understand that I may make additional payments beyond the agreed monthly payment at any 

time; however, I am still responsible for continuing to make minimum monthly payments until 

such time as my account balance is PAID IN FULL. 

6. I further understand and agree that if I do not follow through with any portion of the stated 

schedule of payments, terms or conditions, and/or if any installment is delinquent beyond thirty 

(30) days, this account, at the sole option of the Garberville Sanitary District, may be declared 

immediately due and payable in full. I promise to pay all attorney fees and other reasonable 

collection costs and charges necessary for the collection of any amount not paid when due. I 

understand that, if my account is referred to a collection agency, the collection fee is ordinarily 

thirty-three and one third percent (33 1/3%) of the total outstanding balance due, for which I will 

be responsible in addition to the principal debt due and payable. 

7. I am currently aware of the G.S.D. Ordinance: (copied below) 

Sec 9.5 Payment of Bills. Bills are due and payable by 4:30 P.M. on the 25th of each month and 

if not paid a $15 late charge will be applied. Customer Bills: Bills will be mailed by the first of 

each month.  

Late Payments Procedure:  

NON~Residential  

Bills Past Due – Courtesy Call 

35 Days Past Due – Shut off notice – Hand delivered to service address.   

7 Days after Shut Off notice is delivered – Water will be turned off. The owner will be notified. 

 There will be a $100 reconnection fee due, prior to water being reconnected. 

One YEAR Past Due -Lien on building/property – File Small Claims against owner/customer 

 for service charges owed with associated fees and late charges plus $500 for staff time 

and legal expenses. 

Two YEARS Past Due -Turn over to collection agency. 

Two YEARS of NON~PAYMENT- meter will be removed and owner/property manager 

notified that a new water and sewer connection fee will be due before water reconnected. 

Residential 

Bills Past Due – Courtesy Call 
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60 Days Past Due – Service subject to disconnection pursuant to Policy Governing of 

 Residential Water Service for Nonpayment of Water Rates and Charges. 

One YEAR Past Due – Lin on building/property – File Small Claims against owner/customer 

for service charges owed with associated fees and late charges plus $500 for staff time and legal 

expenses. 

Two YEARS Past Due – Turn over to collection agency. 

Two YEARS of NON~PAYMENT – meter will be removed, and owner and property manager 

notified that a new water and sewer connection fee will be due before water reconnected. 

 

Updated 10/20/2022 as per Resolution 20-002 adopted 04/28/2020 

Adjustment to Bills – Payment Plans: The General Manager or designee will be the only 

person authorized to make adjustments to a bill or enter into a payment plan. 

NSF (non-sufficient funds) from any payment source will require the customer to pay all bank 

 charges and a $35 handling fee.   

Upon 2 NSF (non-sufficient funds)  within a 12-month period, automatic payment will be 

denied until an agreement can be reached with the General Manager or designee.   

Tampering with water meters or turning meters on after being turned off for non-payment may 

result in a customer fine of $200 and a reconnection fee of $100 which must be paid with all 

outstanding service charges before water will be turned on unless an agreement is made with the 

General Manager or designee. 

 

 

By this agreement, it is agreed that the payment of $ ________ will be surrendered 

to the Garberville Sanitary District every month until the total of the payment 

required, which is $ __________, has been delivered.  
 

 

INSTALLMENT SCHEDULE    OFFICE USE ONLY  

PAYMENTS DUE DATE AMOUNT PAID RECEIVED BY  

First       

Second      

Third      

Fourth      

Fifth      

Sixth      

Seventh      

Eighth      

Ninth      
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Tenth      

Eleventh      

Twelfth      

Payments beyond this point may be renegotiated and extended with an additional agreement form 

reflecting such possible changes. 

 

I have carefully and completely read this agreement and fully understand the 

purpose, intent and the effect of this agreement. I have voluntarily executed the 

agreement by action of my own free will. 

 

G.S.D. Customer/Payee ___________________________________________  

Date __________ 

 

G.S.D. General Mgr./Designee ______________________________________ 

Date __________ 
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Sec 7.3 Damage to Water System Facilities. The customer shall be liable for any 
damage to the service facilities or equipment when such damage is from causes originating on 
the premises by an act of the customer or his tenants, agents, employees, contractors, 
licensees or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by the customer or 
others on or near a meter.  
The District shall be reimbursed by the customer or property owner for any such damage 
promptly on presentation of a bill. Failure to pay for damages or enter into payment plan with 
GSD, may result in termination of water/sewer service along with being subject to legal recourse.  

 

Sec 7.3a Water-Sewer Pipe Damage and Responsibility.   The District is not responsible for 
damage to water/sewer pipes on private property and will not enter property for inspection 
without approval from property owner/tenant and General Manager. When District employees 
assist a customer on private property, they will not be responsible for damage, now or in the 
future.  No work will be performed on public/private property, without completing an approved 
liability/damage waiver. 

 

Approved: November 14th, 2023            Resolution #23-013 
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Garberville Sanitary District 
PO Box 211 

919 Redwood Dr. 

Garberville, CA 95542 

Office (707)923-9566   Fax (707)923-3130 

 

 

              

 

 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY/INDEMNITY AGREEMENT: 
 

PROPERTY AND PROPERTY OWNWER(S): 

 

Date:              

 

Property Address:                  (the “Property”) 

 

Property Owner(s) Name:(s)           

 

               the (“Property Owner(s)”) 

 

Name of Business (if any):           

 

Phone Number:            

 

Email Address:            

  

1. Release of Liability.  The undersigned Property Owner(s) represent and warrant to 

the Garberville Sanitary District (“District”) that he/she/they are the owners of record of the above-

described Property and hold and possess all possessory and ownership rights in and to said 

Property.  

In consideration for the District’s agreement to enter and repair certain waterlines, 

wastewater lines and/or other utility liens on the undersigned Property Owner(s)’ Property, the 

undersigned, on behalf of the undersigned Property Owner(s) and the Property Owner(s)’ heirs, 

successors, assigns, agents, tenants, representatives, subsidiaries, principals, directors, members, 

officers, employees, authorized volunteers, contractors and subcontractors (collectively “Property 

Owner(s) Associated Parties”), hereby release and forever discharge the District, each self-

insurance pool in which the District is a member, each representative and employee, board 

member, officer, agent and/or contractor of the District, and their successors and assigns (the 

“Released Parties”), and each of them, from any and all legal actions, (including without limitation 

any claim for attorneys’ fees, costs, interest and penalties), damages causes of action, suits, debts, 

liens, demands, penalties, expenses, and causes of action of any kind or nature whatsoever at law, 

in tort, in equity, in contract, or under any statute, administrative rule or regulation, whether known 

or unknown, direct or consequential, foreseen or unforeseen, matured or unmatured, asserted or 
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unasserted, alleged or unalleged, developed or undeveloped, discoverable or undiscoverable, 

identified in this Release or not (collectively “Claims”), which Property Owner(s) and/or Property 

Owner(s) Associated Parties might have or might claim to have against the District and the 

Released Parties in any way related to, arising from or regarding the District’s and the Released 

Parties’ entry and performance of utility service repair work on Property Owner(s)’ Property. 

It is understood and agreed by Property Owner(s) for itself/themselves and Property 

Owner(s) Associated Persons, and each of them, that this is a full and final release applying not 

only to all Claims that are presently known, but also to all Claims that are presently unknown, 

unanticipated, and undisclosed to them.  Accordingly, Property Owners for itself/themselves and 

on behalf of Property Owner(s) Associated Persons waive all rights under section 1542 of the 

California Civil Code which reads as follows: 

A general release does not extend to claims that the creditor or releasing party 

does not know or suspect to exist in his or her favor at the time of executing 

the release and that, if known by him or her, would have materially affected 

his or her settlement with the debtor or released party. 

2. Indemnification. Property Owner(s) agree to hold harmless, defend and 

indemnify the Released Parties from any and all liens and claims, whether known or 

unknown, claimed now or claimed later, by any third-party, including, but not limited to, 

any and all liens or claims asserted by any of Property Owner(s) Associated Parties and/or 

any other third party regarding any obligations incurred by Property Owners as a result of 

the District’s agreement to enter and repair certain waterlines, wastewater lines and/or other 

utility liens on the undersigned Property Owner(s)’ Property. 

THE UNDERSIGNED PROPERTY OWNWER(S) ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 

HE/SHE/THEY HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND 

INDEMNITY AGREEMENT AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS A RELEASE OF 

LIABILITY. 

PROPERTY OWNER(S) (Complete for each Property Owner):  

 

 

Print Name:           

 

Signature:           

 

Date:            

 

 

Print Name:           

 

Signature:           

 

Date:            
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Print Name:           

 

Signature:           

 

Date:            

 

 

 

Print Name:           

 

Signature:           

 

Date:            

 

 

Reviewed and Accepted by Garberville Sanitary District: 

 

 

Print Name:           

 

Signature:           

 

Date:            

 

Title:            
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RESOLUTION 24-001 

A RESOLUTION OF THE GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT AUTHORIZING A 
CHANGE TO SEC 7.3 DAMAGE TO WATER SYSTEM FACILITIES 

A. WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Garberville Sanitary District, has 
determined that Sec 7.3 must be upgraded to include language which protects the District 
when accessing private property for emergency repairs.  

B. WHEREAS, when District personnel are asked to access or must access 
private property to make changes, fix leaks or make repairs to the distribution or collection 
system, this new ordinance will protect GSD and employees from damages that may happen 
from accessing the property. 

 
C. WHEREAS, when GSD personnel access private property, the owner or 

representative will fill out and sign a waiver of liability agreement at District office before work 
is to be performed.   
 

D. WHEREAS,  the District is committed to assisting our customers when a 
water/wastewater problem arises but must be protected in the event of injury or damage to 
personnel or property. 

 
E. WHEREAS,  this updated ordinance will go into effect upon Board approval  
 
 
 

 
Sec 7.3 Damage to Water System Facilities. The customer shall be liable for any 
damage to the service facilities or equipment when such damage is from causes originating on 
the premises by an act of the customer or his tenants, agents, employees, contractors, 
licensees or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by the customer or 
others on or near a meter.  
The District shall be reimbursed by the customer or property owner for any such damage 
promptly on presentation of a bill. Failure to pay for damages or enter into payment plan with 
GSD, may result in termination of water/sewer service along with being subject to legal recourse.  
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , THAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT DOES HEREBY APPROVE RESOLUTION 24-001, APPROVING 
CHANGES DAMAGE TO WATER SYSTEM FACILITIES SEC 7.3 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 23RD day of January 2024 by the following roll call 
vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
       __________________________________ 
          Doug Bryan—Board Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________   
Ralph Emerson, Board Secretary 
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                      Garberville Sanitary District 
                                             PO Box 211 
                                         919 Redwood Dr. 
                                    Garberville, CA. 95542 
                     Office(707)923-9566   Fax(707)923-3130 
 

 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN 
 

Garberville Sanitary District is committed to providing the best service possible for our customers but we 
also want to provide leadership, a remediation plan and assistance in surviving and escaping emergencies 
which may arise.   
 
Southern Humboldt is vulnerable to a host of hazards and natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, 
winter storms, landslides, droughts and fires; which is why Garberville Sanitary District is providing this 
Emergency Operational Plan, to assist in protecting our environment and customers. 
 
Garberville is located in an area which has had many natural disaster emergencies over the years and because 
Cal-Trans, Cal-Fire, Sheriff’s Office, PG&E, Humboldt County Road Department, The Hospital, Water 
District and the Garberville Fire Department are all located within the GSD boundaries, we must work 
together and coordinate effectively to survive any emergency.  
 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
 

 Call 911 
 

Garberville Sanitary District—(707)923-9569 
https://garbervillesd.specialdistrict.org/ 

  
Office of Emergency Services—(707)445-7251 

https://humboldtgov.org/356/Office-of-Emergency-Services 
 

Sheriff’s Office--(707)923-2761 
https://humboldtgov.org/2350/Sheriffs-Office-Newsroom 

 
Cal Fire—(707)923-2645 

https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/ 
 

Humboldt County Road Department—(707) 445-7491 
https://humboldtgov.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?CID=14 

 
Cal-Trans—(707)923-9374 

https://roads.dot.ca.gov/roadscell.php 
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS  
 

 
Humboldt County Public Health—(707)445-6200 

https://humboldtgov.org/330/Public-Health 
 

PG&E—(800) 743-5000 
https://www.pgecurrents.com/ 

 
Hospital—(707)923-3921 

 
KMUD News— (707)-923-2605 

https://kmud.org/ 
   

Redwood Rural Health Center—(707)923-2783 
 

 
Garberville Fire Department—(707)923-3196 

 
Search & Rescue—911 

 
Humboldt County Evacuation and Information Center—(707)268-2500 

https://humboldtgov.org/374/Emergency-Operations-Plan 
 

Emergency Alert Notification-- https://member.everbridge.net/453003085616405/login 
 

Southern Humboldt Amateur Radio Club— http://www.sharc-ca.org ,   info@sharc-ca.org 
                                                                        Patte Rae: 707-223-1560 
 

Redheaded Black Belt News Online 
https://kymkemp.com/ 

 
Lost Coast Outpost News 

https://lostcoastoutpost.com/ 
 

USGS River Conditions 
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/uv?site_no=11476500 
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ARE YOU PREPARED 
 

1. Have a 72 hour emergency preparedness kit 
2. Know your escape routes 
3. Have contact list with you that include names, phone numbers, email info and addresses 
4. Have a location identified with family and friends where they can meet you 
5. Ensure that you have additional fuel, food, water, heat and batteries for lights stored 
6. You may lose all contact so be prepared and if necessary have a survival manual 
7. Be prepared to treat your own water by boiling, filtration or disinfectant  
8. Have additional water available in case water service is disrupted  
9. Remove all fuel which may start a fire and endanger your house 
10. Notify somebody immediately if danger approaches, so they know your circumstances 
11. First Aid Kit and know how to use it 
 
 

ACTION TAKEN FOR EMERGENCIES 
Fires 

 
1. Don’t try to be a hero 
2. Be prepared to survive or get out 
3. Fires can happen at any time for a variety of reasons so be aware of the conditions. 
     a) Call 911 
     b) Lightening is notorious for starting multiple fires that can halt escape 
     c) Debris and anything flammable is an accelerant so remove it from around house 
     d) Fires typically move faster uphill and slower downhill but wind blows fire everywhere 
     e) As fire becomes close, wet yard, house and roof while removing anything flammable 
     f) Grass fires move quickly but generate less heat than brush and heavy timber 
4.  Store water and a fire backpack with spray nozzle along with fire extinguisher 
5. Always have a fire retardant blanket or clothing available if unable to get out  
6. Garberville Sanitary District will make water available to anyone in danger during a fire 
7. We will keep our website updated with current conditions of the emergency so continue to check in for 
road closures and updates        www.garbervillesd.org 
8. You can call our emergency number at (707)923-9569 
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Floods 
 
There have been floods in the past which have closed roads, destroyed buildings and property, along with 
causing mass destruction, including death so although floods are a minimal risk, we must plan for the 
unexpected.  
 
As the South Fork Eel River rises, you can check the Garberville Sanitary District website for local flood 
concerns, along with the emergency contacts above. You can also check river conditions on your own by 
going to the USGS Water Information Center - https://waterdata.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/uv?site_no=11476500 
 
 
 
Flood stage for the Eel River is 33ft, so being prepared for road closures and flood damage is important for 
all people living near the river or along the highway 101 corridor from Leggett to Fortuna. 
 
Assuming the water will not affect you is the wrong plan for survival because once the water has breached 
the banks and closed roads, you are at the mercy of the flood so best practice is to leave the area before road 
closes and seek higher ground to ensure your safety. 
 
 
 

ARE YOU PREPARED 
 
1. Have a 72 hour emergency preparedness kit 
2. Know your escape routes 
3. Have contact list with you that include names, phone numbers, email info and addresses 
4. Have a location identified with family and friends where they can meet you 
5. Ensure that you have additional fuel, water, food, heat and batteries for lights stored 
6. You may lose all contact so be prepared and if necessary have a survival manual 
7. Be prepared to treat your own water by boiling, filtration or disinfectant  
8. Have additional water available in case water service is disrupted  
9. Remove all fuel which may start a fire and endanger your house 
10. Notify somebody immediately if danger approaches, so they know your circumstances 
11. Have portable submersible pump available with hose 
12. Have emergency floatation devices for everyone in your home or business 
13. Boats will not help during a flood so do not try to leave in a boat 
14. Have security ropes, cables or lines attached to anything you want to secure as water rises. 
15. First Aid Kit and know how to use it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHruHp1MnsAhXuITQIHT22CVwQFjAAegQIARAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.garbervillesd.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw1X3qroRWe26Hr23CCYp93j
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiHruHp1MnsAhXuITQIHT22CVwQFjAAegQIARAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.garbervillesd.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw1X3qroRWe26Hr23CCYp93j
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/ca/nwis/uv?site_no=11476500


 
 
 
 
Earthquake 
 
Earthquakes are difficult to prepare for because unlike fires and floods, they can happen at any time and with 
no warning, weather or environmental indicators or rain which causes river to rise. An earthquake can 
destroy everything within the area impacted so being prepared or surviving an earthquake requires knowing 
how to protect yourself quickly.  
 
Have a place to go where you can quickly be safe from falling objects, broken glass and other objects that 
can move and cause harm. Make sure that where you go for safety, there is access to a phone or device to 
contact others and that you protect your face and vital organs from moving objects 
 
 
 

ARE YOU PREPARED 
 
1. Have a 72 hour emergency preparedness kit 
2. Know your escape routes 
3. Have contact list with you that include names, phone numbers, email info and addresses 
4. Have a location identified with family and friends where they can meet you 
5. Ensure that you have additional fuel, water, food, heat and batteries for lights stored 
6. You may lose all contact so be prepared and if necessary have a survival manual 
7. Be prepared to treat your own water by boiling, filtration or disinfectant  
8. Have additional water available in case water service is disrupted  
9. Remove all fuel which may start a fire and endanger your house 
10. Notify somebody immediately if danger approaches, so they know your circumstances 
11. First Aid Kit and knowledge of use 
 
 

ROAD CLOSURES 
 
You know how to access your property, business or home during normal conditions but you need to know 
how to access or leave property quickly and safely in the event of emergencies, disasters or road closures. 
 
Have an escape route with all possibilities and a map in your car and programmed on your phone.  
 
 
The roads might be closed so locate the escape routes which may require a river or overland escape. Are you 
prepared to leave by boat if required or do you have a survival backpack, clothing and shoes to walk to 
safety? 
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RIVER CONTAMINATION 
 

When the South Fork of Eel River or convergent tributary has been contaminated or potentially 
contaminated by a known or unknown toxic substance, a boil water order will be issued immediately 
by robocall, media and website.  
 

1. Turn off water treatment plant until water is determined to be safe. 
2. Turn on Tobin well and test water entering distribution system. 
3. GSD Operators will do an inspection and test water quality. 
4. Contact Board Members of situation 
5. Contact Media, Humboldt County OES, Sheriff, Environmental Health and Board Members. 
6. Determine what contaminant may have entered the water and work with environmental 

agencies to ensure contaminant is removed or able to be treated to safe drinking water level. 
7. Update website with what has taken place and what GSD is doing to ensure safe potable water. 
8. Initiate phase 4 of drought plan-(on web site or call office)  Board Input from last meeting 
9. When water is determined safe, turn on the water treatment plant and turn off the Tobin well. 
10. Update the website and make a robocall, that water is safe to drink and notify the media.  
11. Write a report of timeline, when notified and what actions were taken.  
12. General Manager and staff will work on report for Board Meeting 

 
 
 
 

GARBERVILLE SANITARY DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITY 
 
 

NOTIFY CUSTOMERS 
 

Garberville Sanitary District will notify all customers of local disasters and emergencies through our Call 
system and we will give updates as we get them, which include escape routes, road closures, evacuation 
centers and all pertinent information to assist our customers. We will have all emergency and preparedness 
information updated hourly during all local disasters and emergency events. 

 
 

ESCAPE ROUTES 
 

Know your escape routes and check our website frequently because we will maintain the most current 
information about what is happening with the disaster or emergency. 
 
We will keep you informed on road closures as well as alternative routes that can be taken to help you leave 
the area safely and expediently. 
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ARTICLE 14 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec 14.1 Pools and Tanks. When an abnormally large quantity of water is desired for filling 
a swimming pool or other purposes, arrangements must be made with the District prior to taking 
such water. Permission to take water in unusual quantities will be given only if it can be safely 
delivered through the District’s facilities and if other consumers are not inconvenienced thereby. 
A copy of procedures will be given along with permission. (See Section 15.7) 
a. Filling pools must be completed by July 1st or application will be denied. 
b. Filling pools will be denied when drought plan is in place. 
Sec 15.7 Fee for Filling Pools. Any person wanting to fill a swimming pool, must fill out an 
application at the GSD Office (no cost). This application will be on file with customer account 
and used to verify the gallons required. 
a. Fee for filling pools will be less than regular potable water use and 
based on gallons used. 
b. The fee will be calculated by the units of water used (748 gallons = 1 unit). 
c. The units of water will be multiplied by the 2nd tier of customer water rate. 
d. When pool is filled after July 1st, customer will pay full consumption charge. 
e. A waiver can be granted to fill pool or tank after July 1st, if evidence of accidental or natural 
disaster emptied pool or tank. This will require a written report of what happened and can only 
be approved by General Manager or designee. 
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Garberville Sanitary District 
PO Box 211 
919 Redwood dr. 
Garberville, CA. 95542 
Office(707)923-9566 Fax(707)923-3130 
 

APPLICATION FOR FILLING POOLS 
. 
Property and Contact Details: 
 
Property to be served: APN #_______________________ 
Applicant Details: (if not the owner) 
Full Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address:______________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Work#____________________________ Cell Phone#________________________ 
Email Address:_______________________________________ 
_ Residential Home or Apartment 
_ Commercial 
Pool Details: 
a. Location___________________________________________________________________ 
b. Gallons_____________________________________ 
Sec 15.7 Fee for Filling Pools. Any person wanting to fill a swimming pool, must fill out an 
application at the GSD Office (no cost). This application will be on file with customer account 
and used to verify the gallons required. 
a. Fee for filling pools will be less than regular potable water use and 
based on gallons used. 
b. The fee will be calculated by the units of water used (748 gallons = 1 unit). 
c. The units of water will be multiplied by the 2nd tier of customer water rate. 
I, the undersigned, hereby declare that the information given on this application is true and correct. I am 
authorized to make this application in the name of the legal owner and in so doing, accept the conditions 
of the Garberville Sanitary District for compliance with pool Ordinance. Sec 14.1 and 15.7 
 
 
Name__________________________________________ Date______________________ 
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                      Garberville Sanitary District 
                                             PO Box 211 
                                         919 Redwood dr. 
                                    Garberville, CA. 95542 
                     Office(707)923-9566   Fax(707)923-3130 

 
 

          APPLICATION FOR FILLING POOLS OR LARGE TANKS. 
 
Property and Contact Details: 
 
Property to be served:                                                     APN #_______________________ 
           
Applicant Details: (if not the owner) 
Full Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address:______________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Work#____________________________   Cell Phone#________________________ 
Email Address:_______________________________________ 
 
�  Residential Home or Apartment 
�  Commercial  
 
Pool Details: 
 
a. Location___________________________________________________________________ 
b. Gallons_____________________________________ 
 
 
     ARTICLE 14 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec 14.1 Pools and Tanks. When an abnormally large quantity of water is desired for filling 
a swimming pool or other purposes, arrangements must be made with the District prior to taking 
such water. Permission to take water in unusual quantities will be given only if it can be safely 
delivered through the District’s facilities and if other consumers are not inconvenienced thereby. 
A copy of procedures will be given along with permission. (See Section 15.7) 
a. Filling pools must be completed by July 1st or application will be denied. 
b. Filling pools will be denied when drought plan is in place. 
Sec 15.7 Fee for Filling Pools. Any person wanting to fill a swimming pool, must fill out an 
application at the GSD Office (no cost). This application will be on file with customer account 
and used to verify the gallons required. 
a. Fee for filling pools will be less than regular potable water use and 
based on gallons used. 
b. The fee will be calculated by the units of water used (748 gallons = 1 unit). 
c. The units of water will be multiplied by the 2nd tier of customer water rate. 
d. When pool is filled after July 1st, customer will pay full consumption charge. 
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e. A waiver can be granted to fill pool or tank after July 1st, if evidence of accidental or natural 
disaster emptied pool or tank. This will require a written report of what happened and can only 
be approved by General Manager or designee. 
 
 

 
      Sec 15.7 Fee for Filling Pools.  Any person wanting to fill a swimming pool, must fill out an 
application at the GSD Office (no cost). This application will be on file with customer account 
and used to verify the gallons required. 
                   a.   Fee for filling pools will be less than regular potable water use and 
                         based on gallons used. 
                   b.   The fee will be calculated by the units of water used (748 gallons = 1 unit). 
                   c.   The units of water will be multiplied by the 2nd tier of customer water rate.         

 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby declare that the information given on this application is true and correct. I am 
authorized to make this application in the name of the legal owner and in so doing, accept the conditions 
of the Garberville Sanitary District for compliance with pool Ordinance. Sec 14.1 and 15.7 
 
 
Name__________________________________________   Date______________________ 
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